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SUBJECT: BELGIAN CANDIDACY FOR CD MEMBERSHIP 

1 . BELGIAN CHARGE DE LA BARRE CALLED ON EUR ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY VEST AUGUST 14 TO SOLICIT US SUPPORT FOR 
BELGIAN CANDIDACY FOR THE NEW DISARMAMENT COMMITTEE (CD). 

HE CHARACTERIZED CALL AS BELGIUM'S FORMAL DEMARCHE ON 
SUBJECT. FOLLOWING EARLIER CONVERSATIONS IN WASHINGTON, 

GENEVA AND BRUSSELS. 

2. DE LA BARRE SAID WESTERN COUNTRIES HAD INTEREST IN 
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WORKING TOGETHER TO OBTAIN GREATEST POSSIBLE NUMBER OF 
NEW SEATS IN THE CD, AND TO ENSURE THAT AT LEAST ONE OF 
THESE SEATS WENT TO A NATO COUNTRY. HE PROPOSED THAT 
CONSULTATIONS TAKE PLACE BETWEEN CAPITALS, IN NATO, AND 
IN GENEVA, ADDING THAT THE FRENCH WOULD NOT OBJECT TO 
GENEVA AS LONG AS TALKS WERE NOT HELDIN A CCD CONTEXT. 

IT WOULD BE EASIER IN GENEVA, RATHER THAN IN NEW YORK, 
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TO TREAT THE QUESTION IN TERMS OF THREE GROUPS: EAST, 
WEST, AND NON-ALIGNED. IN NEW YORK, ONE WOULD FACE 
PRESSURE FOR FIVE GEOGRAPHIC GROUPS. BELGIUM MUCH 
PREFERRED GENEVA. HE SAID BELGIUM WAS MAKING DEMARCHES 
TO SEEK SUPPORT FOR ITS CANDIDACY IN VARIOUS CAPITALS, 
INCLUDING MOSCOW. 

3. ON TIMING, DE LA BARRE SAID THE PRESSURE WAS 
PROBABLY OFF TO REACH DECISIONS BEFORE THE OPENING 
OF THE 33RD UNGA. A CONSENSUS SEEMED TO EXIST THAT 
MOISSOV WOULD REMAIN, OR BE CONSIDERED REMAINING 
PRESIDENT OF THE 32ND UNGA UNTIL JANUARY AND THE 
FIRST MEETING OF THE NEW CD. THIS PROVIDED 
ADDITIONAL TIME. 

4. WITH REGARD TO OTHER NATO CANDIDATES, DE LA BARRE 
SAID NORWAY, DENMARK, AND TURKEY FELT THAT CENTRAL 
EUROPE WAS ALREADY WELL REPRESENTED IN THE CCD IN 
COMPARISON TO THE FLANKS OF NATO. BELGIUM BELIEVED 
THE ONLY WAY TO ENABLE ALL MEMBERS OF WESTERN GROUP 
TO BE REPRESENTED WAS BY HAVING MEMBERSHIP IN NEW CD 
LINKED WITH "ROTATION.'' BELGIUM WAS FLEXIBLE, HOWEVER, 
AND DID NOT PROPOSE A RIGID SYSTEM, BUT RATHER SOME 
SORT OF GENTLEMAN'S AGREEMENT OR THE POSSIBILITY OF 
REVIEWING MEMBERSHIP AT A LATER DATE. 
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5. IN SUPPORT OF BELGIUM'S CANDIDACY DE LA BARRE 
CITED LOYALTY TO THE ALLIANCE; AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE 
UN FIRST COMMISSION WHERE BELGIUM HAS DEFENDED 
ALLIANCE INTERESTS; AND ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN MBFR. 

HE NOTED THAT NON-MEMBERSHIP IN THE CD WOULD PUT 
BELGIUM IN THE ANOMALOUS POSITION OF BEING THE ONLY 
DIRECT PARTICIPANT IN THE MBFR NOT REPRESENTED. 

6. DE LA BARRE THEN DISCUSSED BELGIUM'S CANDIDACY 
WITH RELATION TO OTHER CONTENDERS, STRESSING THE 
DELICACY OF HIS REMARKS AND ASKING THAT THEY BE 
PROTECTED. HE SAID THAT SOME FELT THAT NORWAY OR 
DENMARK, IF ELECTED, MIGHT REACT ALONG THE LINES OF 
THEIR NORDIC INTERESTS, IN THE WAKE OF SWEDEN, RATHER 
THAN IN NATO INTERESTS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IF FINLAND 
WAS ELECTED WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE USSR, NORDIC 
INTERESTS WOULD BE PROPERLY REPRESENTED. HAVING 
TURKEY IN THE CD RISKED INJECTING INTO THAT FORUM 

ITS GRIEVANCES WITH GREECE. FINALLY, WERE CUBA 
SELECTED, EITHER AS A LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRY OR AS A 
NON-ALIGNED, IT WOULD IN FACT CONSTITUTE AN ADDITIONAL 
SEAT FOR THE EASTERN BLOC WHICH WAS ALREADY OVER- 
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REPRESENTED. THE ELECTION OF BELIGUM WOULD SERVE AS 
A COUNTER- WEIGHT. 

7. IN CONCLUSION, DE LA BARRE ASKED FOR US ACCEPTANCE 
OF THE IDEA OF CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN CAPITALS. IN NATO 
AND IN GENEVA, SO AS TO BUILD TO BEST POSSIBLE CASE 
FOR THE WESTERN GROUP, AND FOR US SUPPORT OF 

BELGIUM’S CANDIDACY. 

8. VEST REPLIED THAT WE TOOK BELGIUM’S INTEREST 
SERIOUSLY, APPRECIATED ITS EXTENSIVE CONTRIBUTION TO 
THE ALLIANCE AND IN THE FIELD OF DISARMAMENT, AND 
RESPECTED THE CREDENTIALS IT COULD BRING TO THE NEW 
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CD. DETERMINING THE COMPOSITION OF THE CD WAS BOTH 
COMPLEX AND POLITICALLY SENSITIVE. WE AGREED AND WOULD 
PRESS FOR THE INCLUSION OF AN ADDITIONAL NATO MEMBER 
AND WOULD BE PREPARED TO SUPPORT A MODEST INCREASE OF 
EIGHT IN TOTAL MEMBERSHIP. HE SAID WE WERE NOT IN A 
POSITION TO REPLY TO THE BELGIANS’ REQUEST AT THIS 
TIME BUT ASSURED DE LA BARRE THAT WE FAVORED FULL 
CONSULTATION AND WOULD STAY IN TOUCH. VEST OFFERED 
THE CAUTIONARY COMMENT, WITH REGARD TO ROTATING 
MEMBERSHIP, THAT THE WHOLE APPROACH TO THE CD HAD 
NEVER ENVISAGED ROTATION. HE NOTED, IN THIS REGARD, 

THE FLEXIBILITY IN THE BELGIUM POSITION. CHRISTOPHER 
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